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Thoughmorethan 70 yearshavepassedgfforts to reducethe uncertaintiesof the estimateddosesandrelated
health risks of the atomic bomb survivorsare still going on by incorporatingnew data and improving dose
estimatesand statistical models for risk regression In addition, follow-up data on the cohort continuesto
accumulate,with about 37% of survivorsstill alive at the end of the last availablefollow-up, and currently-
accumulatingdata relating to the health experiencein late life at agesprone to cancerand cardiovascular
disease for survivorsexposedat young ages The current dosimetry system publishedin 2002, D92, was
recently updatedwith greatlyimprovedterrain datato calculatethe shieldingeffectsof terrain (landform),as
well asimprovedlocation data obtained from original surveyrecordsby new methodsinvolvingcollationand
selection of the best data from multiple records, use of a geographicalinformation systemto correct
inaccuraciesn old maps,etc. Currently,a binationalworkinggroup is evaluatingthe DSB6/D2 calculationof
organ doses,i.e., selfshielding of various organs by overlying tissuesin the survivor's body, using new
computationalphantoms,includinga full pediatricseriesof sixagesvs the three agesin D86/02, all 56 organs
andtissuesin contemporaryl CRPohantomsinsteadof the 15 organsin DB6/02, and a pregnantwoman-and
fetus phantom being developedby outside expertsinstead of the current practice of usingthe doseto the
uterusof a non-pregnantwomanasa crude surrogatefor dosesof survivorswho were exposedin utero. New
modelsfor doseresponsecontinueto be explored,with a large recent paperon incidenceof all solid cancer
that revealeda sexspecificcurvaturein the doseresponseanda seriesof site-specificcancerincidencepapers
currentlyin progress
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