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This lecture explores the establishment and impact of Kitabi Women 
Handcras Cooperative to Nyungwe National Park, Rwanda, formed in 
2011 to empower wives of former hunters. The cooperative̓s role in 
economic and social empowerment will be examined, highlighting 
challenges such as limited participation in decision-making due to a 
top-down approach, and recommending a partnership approach to 

better integrate women̓s needs in conservation policies. 
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Dr. Gloriose Umuziranenge is a Senior Lecturer and Director of Quality 
Assurance at the Protestant Institute of Arts and Social Sciences (PIASS), 
and a visiting Professor at Tokyo University of Foreign Studies. She holds a 
PhD in Cultural Geography from the University of Bamberg. Her research 
interests include community participation in natural resources 
management, environmental justice, and ecotourism. She has published 
extensively on topics such as environmental justice and women̓s 
empowerment, parks̓ governance, community empowerment, 
human-wildlife conflicts, and climate justice in Rwanda.
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