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Etruscan Chariots : Transition of the Function.

Hiroshi MAENO

Key words: Etruria, chariot, country

The purpose of this paper is to trace the changes in the functions of “chariots” (vehicles pulled by
horses during battles) in the ancient Mediterranean world, chiefy in Etruria. These chariots were inherently
characterized by fve elements: use in battle, transportability, high costs, high speed, and “rotatability.” To
understand the signifcance of chariots in different areas and historical periods, it is important to determine
which of these elements were emphasized. Thus, chariots were not simply war materiel, but were vehicles
with extremely diverse functions, each reflecting the particular circumstances of a time and place. My
immediate interest is the relationship between chariot racing and the origin of the city of Rome—as stated
in legend to be 753 BCE—and this paper presents preliminary considerations in this direction. Two kinds
of historical material serve as the basis for these considerations regarding “Etruscan chariots”—that is,
chariots in the Italian Peninsula during the Etruscan era. Accordingly, they are: (1) excavated chariots, and
(2) chariots depicted on walls of underground tombs.

My conclusions begin with the emergence of chariots in the Near East at the beginning of the second
millenium BCE; subsequently, chariot warfare on the plains was developed in Egypt from the 14th to 13th
centuries BCE. At that time, chariots were either used as battle vehicles from which arrows were shot or for
troop transportation. In Greece (Mycenae), which had comparatively few plains, arrows were not shot from
chariots; instead, chariots were used to carry (transport) aristocratic warriors, who then fought on foot.
However, from the 7th century BCE, with the spread of phalanx warfare (i.e., heavy-infantry soldiers
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