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Specifications for Major Program 

Name of School (Program) [School of Education, Cluster 4 

(Life-long Activities Education) Program in Art Education] 

Program name (Japanese) 
 

(English) 
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Art Education Program 

1>, Degree to be obtained: 

Students can obtain a bachelor of education degree in this program. To obtain the degree, it is required 

to earn 128 credits for class subjects (including elective subjects) provided for this program. The 128 credits 

consist of 40 credits for liberal arts subjects, 20 credits for specialized fundamental subjects, 32 credits for 

specialized subjects, 30 credits for elective specialized subjects, and 6 credits for graduation research (including 

4 credits for graduation thesis). 

2>, Overview  

The Art Education Program educates students to become specialized instructors in art in life-long 

education, and teachers of art in junior and senior high schools. 

This program aims to educate students to systematically acquire the basic and fundamental knowledge, 

abilities, skills, and attitudes related to art education, painting, sculpture, design, artistic craft, and science of 

art required for art education in a life-long education organization and junior and senior high school. It also 

aims to develop people who can perform activities, using their own creativity, while practically 



of the students, and the capability to provide education in a practical manner. 

The liberal arts education for this program is provided to enable students not only to develop the basis 

for their specialized education, but also to acquire and enhance a broad perspective. Considering that the art 

of today requires a consciousness, based on synthetic science, that covers areas beyond the borders 

between the social and human sciences, and between natural science and engineering, students are 

educated to acquire and understand basic and fundamental knowledge related not only to human and social 

science, but also to various other sciences. In addition, students improve their foreign language skills to 

acquire the ability to actively collect and provide information, and to be engaged in communication. 

4>, Curriculum policy (policy for arranging and implementing the curriculum) 

To enable students to achieve the targets that are defined for the program, the educational courses of 

the Art Education Program are organized and implemented according to the following policies: 

In the first academic year, students take liberal arts subjects and foreign language subjects to develop 

the basis for the specialized education, a broad perspective, and the ability to contribute to society and art 

education. In addition to this, they take specialized fundamental subjects such as "Introduction to Art 

Education", "Theory of Pictorial Expression", "Fundamentals in Pictorial Expression (Practice)", "Fundamentals 

in Carvings and Sculptures (Practice)", "Fundamentals in Design", and "The fundamentals of art theory" in order 

to acquire basic knowledge regarding art education. 

In the second academic year, students take further liberal arts subjects to enhance the basis for their 

specialized education. In addition to that, they take specialized fundamental subjects such as "Introduction to 

Lifelong Activities Education", "Educational Method and Evaluation of Art Education", "Theory of Carvings and 

Sculptures", "Summaries on Design", "Theory of Artistic Craft", and "Fundamentals in Craft (Practice)" in order 

to acquire general and basic knowledge and skills required for the study of art education, and to deepen their 

understanding of the area. 

In the third academic year, students mainly take specialized subjects such as "Teaching Materials and 

Construction of Art Education", "Thoughts of Art Education", and "Planning Methods of Art Education (Seminar)" 

to acquire the expertise required for providing art education according to the developmental stage of the target. 

They also take the subject "Seminar to Graduation Thesis I" or "Exercise to Graduation Thesis I" to enhance 

the basic capabilities required for graduation research. 

In the fourth academic year, students study advanced contents regarding art education to deepen their 

understanding. In graduation research, they prepare a thesis and/or art work based on their studies in the 

subject "Seminar to Graduation Thesis II" or "Exercise to Graduation Thesis II”. In their research, they conduct 

their study of their own research topic by using the knowledge, skills, and abilities that they will have acquired 

in this program to develop their ability to identify and solve problems on their own. 

Academic achievement is evaluated based on the grade scores for the subjects and the level of 
achievement against the target defined for this program. 

5>, Start time and acceptance conditions 

Students start (select) to study in this program in the first year (when the student enters the university). 

6>, Obtainable qualifications  

Students can acquire the type 1 license for junior high school teacher (art) and type 1 license for senior 

high school teacher (art) at the time of graduation by earning the required credits for subjects related to teacher 

training, in accordance with the Education Personnel Certification Act. In addition to this, they can acquire such 

certifications as the museum curator license and license for school librarian by additionally earning the credits 

for relevant programs. 



7. Class subjects and their contents 

* For class subjects, refer to the subject table in Attachment 1. 

* For the 



4)  Skills related to the subjects of art education (painting, sculpture, design, artistic craft, and science of art) 

and the ability to present these subjects according to their characteristics; 

5)  The ability to plan classes, instruction, and curricula related to art education, and to organize them into an 

instruction plan; 

6) The ability to effectively present the results of art education using various equipment and materials; 

7)  Basic knowledge, skills, and attitude regarding information, and the ability to appropriately process and 

communicate information; 

8) The capability to understand various languages and cultures using multiple foreign languages; 

9) The ability to think about peace from diverse viewpoints and to present their own opinion; 

10) An understanding of the meaning of life-long sports activity, and the importance of manners and a 

cooperative mindset, as well as the ability to scientifically explain the necessity for building physical 

strength and health; and 

11) The basic skills required for study at university, and an understanding of, and ability to explain, codes of 

ethics. 

 

�| Comprehensive capability 

1)  The ability to understand issues peculiar to subjects of art education (painting, sculpture, design, 

artistic crafts, and science of art) and to develop a constructive presentation; 

2)  The capability to identify, pick up, and point out issues in the learner (including technical challenges) as a 

teacher or instructor in art education; 

3)  The ability to identify, research, and explore contemporary challenges in art education using knowledge 

and information, and to present them via an appropriate medium; and 

4)  The capability to explain historical and/or contemporary issues that are related to multiple academic areas 

from diverse points of view. 

 

(2) Education and study methods 

* Refer to Attachment 1. 

(3) Support for study 

�LAn opportunity for exchanging opinions is provided at the meeting with faculty members of the program. 

�LThe organization of guidance is established by the tutor, mentor, and faculty members who are in charge of 

classes. 

(4) Method for checking level of achievement (Individual achievement level) 

1) Achievement in each class subject is ranked as Excellent, Very Good, Good, Fair, and Failing. 

2) Scores for achievement in each class subject are accumulated as a GPA according to the specified 

calculation method. 

3)  The GPA score is calculated for each academic year to allow the student to check his/her basic 

achievement level. 

4)  The level of achievement is determined for each evaluation item for each academic year to indicate the 

individual achievement level. 

(Achievement evaluation) 

1) For students in their first, second, and third academic years, it is determined whether they can advance 

to the next grade based on the number of credits earned and level of achievement. 

 



2) The problem and/or challenge to be solved is indicated to the student who fails to achieve the target. 

The student will be allowed to advance the next grade when he/she achieves the required level. 

3) In the fourth academic year, a general evaluation of achievement is provided for students in this program, 

based on evaluation of the graduation thesis in addition to the achievement scores up to that time, the 

number of earned credits required for graduation, and the level of achievement in each evaluation item. 

 

(5) Meaning of indicated evaluation score 

* Refer to the relationship between evaluation items and evaluation criteria described in Attachment 2. 

9. Graduation thesis (graduation research) (meaning, student allocation, timing, etc.) 

(1) Purpose 

The graduation thesis is the goal of education for specialized instructors in art in life-long education and 

teachers of art in secondary education in this program, and aims to allow students to integrate the knowledge, 

skills, and abilities acquired in the educational course and determine their own achievement level. Of course, it 

is not the end point in itself, but aims to encourage students to further develop and deepen their capabilities. 

(2) Overview 

Students choose one of the following categories: art education, painting, sculpture, design, artistic craft, 

or science of art. Students are engaged in research on the topic they have chosen under the guidance of their 

mentor, while taking the subjects "Seminar to Graduation Thesis I" and "Seminar to Graduation Thesis II" (for 

the categories of art education and art studies) or "Exercise in Graduation Thesis I" and "Exercise to Graduation 

Thesis II" (for the categories of painting, sculpture, design, and artistic craft). They determine their research 

topic by the specified day in October of the fourth academic year, and submit their thesis at the end of January. 

For the categories of painting, sculpture, design, and artistic crafts, it is required to include production 

of works in the thesis. 

(3) Student allocation timing and method 

The faculty member who will be the mentor for the graduation thesis is designated in the end of the first 

semester of the third academic year, as will the research area in which the student will be engaged, while 

considering the wishes and study status of the student and the conditions of facility members. In the second 

semester of the third academic year and after, students take the required subjects, including "Seminar to 

Graduation Thesis I" and "Seminar to Graduation Thesis II", or "Exercise to Graduation Thesis I," and "Exercise 

to Graduation Thesis II", as well as other class subjects related to their main field of research, in order to 

prepare the graduation thesis in their fourth academic year. 



 

10. Responsibility 

(1) Responsibility for PDCA (plan, do, check, and act) cycle 

This program is executed by faculty members of the Art Education Course. The head of the program 

(chief of the Art Education Course) takes responsibility for execution of the program. The processes in the 

PDCA cycle ("plan," "do," "check," and "act") are conducted by the faculty committee of this program. The 

sectional committee in the School of Education is engaged in the "check" and "act" processes from outside the 

program, to evaluate the achievement level of the program and provide recommendations. 

 

(2) Evaluation of the program 

�| Perspectives for evaluation of the program 
This program is evaluated from the perspectives of "educational effectiveness" and "social 

effectiveness”. The "educational effectiveness" is evaluated by the effects of the implementation of the 

program on the educational achievement of students. The "social effectiveness" is evaluated by the effects 

of educational achievement in the program on society. 

 

�| Evaluation method 

In this program, achievement in the program is evaluated from the perspectives described above, for 

students after they have spent four years in this university. 

The educational effectiveness is evaluated by the rate of achievement reached by the students who 

took the program (the rate of earned credits for graduation and rate of students who have obtained the license 

for teachers in art education in secondary education against those who wish to obtain it) and comprehensive 

evaluation by the group of faculty members who are engaged in the execution of the program. In addition to 

the rate of earned credits, it is investigated whether students have been able to achieve 70% or more of the 

targets for the program by checking whether students achieved the level required in this program based on a 

comprehensive evaluation by faculty and their determining the achievement rate for all students. 

Evaluation for social effectiveness is based on the pass rate of students in teacher employment 

examinations, evaluation of their development as teachers of art after employment, and evaluation of their 

actual results as an instructor in art education. For students who take this program to become school teachers, 

the timing of when the students are employed as regular teachers and how he/she is evaluated by the school 

and the board of education are checked every few years if possible, in order to evaluate their development as 

teachers. For students who take this program to become a specialized instructor in art education, such 

indicators as status of employment as an expert and awards won in public subscription exhibitions are 

evaluated in the comprehensive evaluation. 

 

�| Feedback to students 

The evaluation results for the program are examined in the faculty committee of the program, together 

with the suggestions for review and improvement of the program and the effectiveness of guidance given 

students and of each class subject. The results of this examination are reflected in the operation and 

implementation of the program in the following academic year and thereafter. 



 

 

Table of Registration Standards for the Subjects of Liberal Education 
 

Cluster 4: Program in Art Education  
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Subject type 
Required 
Credits Class subjects, etc. Credits 

Type of 
course  

registration 

Semester for the subject to be taken (Note 1) 

1st year 2nd year 3rd year 4th year 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
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Peace Science Courses 2  2 Elective/required E•        
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Introduction to University Education 2 Introduction to University Education 2 Required E•        

Introductory Seminar for First-Year Students 2 Introductory Seminar for First-Year Students 2 Required E•        
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Area 
Courses 

Courses in Arts and Humanities/Social Sciences 4 (Note4) 1or2 Elective/required E• E• E• E•     

Courses in Natural Sciences 4 (Note5) 1or2 Elective/required E• E• E• E•     
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 Basic English 
Usage (0) 

Basic English Usage I 1 Free 
elective 

E•        

Basic English Usage II 1  E•       

Communication I 
(Note3) 

4 

Communication I A 1 

Elective / 
required 

E•        

Communication I B 1 E•        

Communication II 
(Note3) 

Communication II

 

 Languages: Basic Studies I 
(Note6) 1 

Elective / 
required 

E•        

Foreign Languages: Basic Studies II 
(Note6) 1 E•        

Foreign Languages: Basic Studies III 
(Note6) 1  E•       

Foreign Languages: Basic Studies IV 
(Note6) 1  E•       

(0) Foreign Languages: Intensive Studies I 1 Free elective �Ñ        

(0) Foreign Languages: Intensive Studies II 1 Free elective  �Ñ       

(0) Overseas Language Seminar 1 Free elective         

Information and Data 
Science Courses 4 

Introduction to Information and Data 
Sciences 2 Required E•        

(Note7) 2 Elective/required E• E•       

Health and Sports Courses 2  1or2 Elective/required E• E•       

Social Cooperation Courses 0  1or2          

Foundation Courses 0  1�á 3          

Free elective subjects 12 (Note8) 1�á 3 Elective/required E• E• E• E•     

Total 40  

Note 1: �	 marks the standard semester for the subjects the students will study. Students can study in the following semester if they cannot 

obtain the credits in this semester. The timetable for a subject may change year by year. Please check the timetable for Liberal 
Arts subjects issued every year. 

 
Note 2:  Field Research in an English-speaking country through the short-term overseas education, etc. or the study of Online English 

Seminar I/ II/  III through self-initiated learning can be included in the English credits required for graduation. In addition, there is a 
credit recognition system for foreign language proficiency tests and language training. Please refer to the sections on English and 
Liberal Arts Education in the Student Handbook and the "Handling of Credit Recognition for Foreign Language Proficiency Tests, 
etc." 

Note 3 Due to the requirements of organizing the timetable, Communication I A and Communication I B are designated for the 1st semester, 
while Communication II A and Communication II B are designated for the 2nd semester. 

 
Note 4 In order to acquire the license of education personnel, students need to take two credits in "Japanese Constitutional Law." 

 

Note 5 More than 4 credits obtained by taking “Information and Data Science Courses” can be included in the Area Courses (Courses in 
          Natural Sciences) credits required for graduation. 

 

Note 6 Select one language from German, French, Spanish, Russian, Chinese, South Korean and Arabic 
 
Note 7 Select from “Computer Programming”, “Intelligence and Computer”, “Fundamental Data Science”, “Ground zero programming” or 
         “Data science for education”.  
 
Note 8 This includes Area Courses, Foreign Languages, Information and Data Science Courses, Social Cooperation Courses, and            
          Foundation Courses. 



Registration standards for Schools  
Cluster 4: Life -long Activities Education  

�Ñ P r o g r a m  i n  A r t  E d u c a t i o n  
 
 

Subject type, etc. No. of credits required for graduation 
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Peace Science Courses 2 

40 

Basic Courses in 

University Education 

Introduction to University 
Education 

2 

Introductory Seminar for First-Year 

Students 
2 

Common Subjects 

Area Courses 

Courses in Arts 
and 
Humanities/Social 
Sciences 

 

4 

Courses in Natural 

Sciences 

 
4 

Foreign 
Languages 

English 4 

Non-English Foreign 

Languages 

 
 

4 

Information and Data Science 
Courses 

4 

Health and Sports Courses 2 

Social Cooperation Courses (0) 

Foundation Courses (0) 

Free Elective subjects 12  
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Basic Specialized Subject 20 

88 
Specialized Subject 32 

Specialized Elective subjects 30 

Graduation Research 6 

Total 128 

 
Registration standards for Specialized Education Subjects  

>: Matters to note when taking subjects>< 

1. For the 6 credits in "Graduation Research," it is required to earn 2 credits in "Seminar to Graduation Thesis I" 

and "Seminar to Graduation Thesis II" or "Exercise to Graduation Thesis I" or "Exercise to Graduation Thesis 

II", and 4 credits in "Graduation Thesis." 

2. The number of credits in Specialized Elective subjects acquired in minor courses and specific programs will 

be up to 30 credits. 
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Teaching Materials and Construction of 

Art Education 2      �|    

 

Studies on the Role of Leader in Art 

Education 
2       �|   

 

Support in Art Education 2   �|       
 

Thoughts of Art Education 2     �|     
 

Planning Methods of Art Education (Basic) 
2    �|      

 

Planning Methods of Art Education 

(Seminar) 2     �|     

 

Study in Pictorial Expression 2        �|  
 

Seminar on Pictorial Expression 2   �|       
 

Oil Painting I (Practice) 1    �|      
 

Oil Painting II (Practice) 1     �|     
 

Seminar in Carvings and Sculptures 2    �|      
 

Seminar in Statuary Expression 2      �|    
 

Study on Materials for Carvings and 
Sculptures 1  �|        

 

Carvings and Sculptures (Practice) 1     �|     
 

Seminar on Graphic Design 2       �|   
 

Seminar on Products Design 2  �|        
 

Studies on Color Coordinate Design 
2    �|      

 

Fundamental Seminar on C.G. 2      �|    
 

Studies on craft materials I 
2     �|     

 

Studies on craft materials II 
2      �|    

 

Seminar on Artistic Craft 
2        �|  

 

History of Japanese art 
2   �|       

 

History of Western Art 
2     �|     

 



 

Seminar in Science of Art 
 (Art History) 

2        �|  
 

Investigative Tour of Art 
2   �|       
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Teaching Methods of Arts and Crafts for 

Secondary Teachers 
2   �|       

 

Principles of Education 
2   �|       

 

Psychology of Childhood and Adolescence 
2     �|     

 

Education and Society and Systems 
2    �|      

 

General Curriculum Theory 
2     �|     

 

Methodology on Moral Education 
2     �|     

 

Teaching Special Activities 
2    �|      

 

Educational Method and Teaching Skill 
2    �|      

 

Psychology of Educational and Vocational 

Guidance 2    �|      

 

Educational Counseling 
2      �|    

 

Methodology on Period for Integrated Studies 
1      �|    

 

Special Needs Education 
1     �|     

 

Introduction of Teaching Practice for Lower 

and Upper Secondary Schools 2 �|         

 

Teaching Practice Focusing on Classroom 

Observation at Lower and Upper Secondary 

Schools 
1    �|      

 



 

Practice in Teaching B  
1     �|     

 

Teaching Practice at Junior and Senior 

High School I 4      �|    

 

Teaching Practice at Junior and Senior 

High School II 2       �|   

 

Practical Seminar for the Teaching 

Profession 2        �|  

 

Introduction to Care Practice 
1   �|       

 

Includes special subjects of this course and other 

courses, and special education subjects held in other 

schools (including minor and special programs). 
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Seminar to Graduation Thesis I 1 

2 

�r 

     
�|   

  

Seminar to Graduation Thesis II 1 
     

 �|  
  

Exercise to Graduation Thesis I 1 

2 

     
�|   

  

Exercise to Graduation Thesis II 1 
     

 �|  
  

Graduation Thesis 
�t   
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