


foundation on which the special education is built; students acquire basic knowledge and understanding of cultural 
and social science, and also improve their foreign language skills. 

The special education subjects related to social studies include the “Education for Social Studies” subjects, 
dealing with education in social studies, geography, history and civics, the “Study of Instructional Materials in Social 
Studies” subjects, dealing with instructional materials for geography, history, citizenship, and social science, and 
other optional subjects. 

The respective subject areas are arranged systematically to progress by steps from the basic introduction, to the 
study of theory, and finally, to practical exercises. Students can gradually develop their level of knowledge, 
understanding, abilities, and skills in each field, so that they can learn the various abilities required for secondary 
school social studies teachers without difficulty. 

The standard number of credits students need to take is 14 credits or more in the first year; a total of 28 credits 
in liberal arts education and a total of 28 credits in special education in the second year; and a total of 56 credits in 
special education in the third year. 

The graduation thesis is the final goal for training a secondary school social studies teacher aimed at by this 
program. The procedure is as follows: Students attend an orientation seminar held in the third year, submitting their 
statement of intention to choose their supervisor for the graduation thesis by the designated date. From the third 
and fourth term of the third year, they focus on studying the subjects that include the content necessary for writing 
the thesis, and the ones containing the major research areas. In the fourth year, during the first and second terms, 
they get appropriate guidance at their graduation study seminars for each area, preparing and writing the paper on 
a full scale in the third and fourth terms. They submit the graduation thesis at the end of January and make an 
official presentation in front of the teachers, students and graduate students of the course in February. 

The result of learning will be evaluated both by the academic assessment of the respective subjects and the 
degree of achievement of the targets established by this education program. 
5. Starting Timing and Conditions 

Students who have selected this program start studying it in the first year. 
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*Attachment 2: Relationship between evaluation item and evaluation standard. 
*Attachment 3: Relationship between evaluation item and subject. 
*Attachment 4: Curriculum Map 

9. Study in Graduation Thesis (Purpose, Assignment, Timing, etc.) 
<Purpose> 
The graduation thesis is one of the final goals for training secondary school social studies teachers aimed at by 

this program. The program aims to encourage students to make use of the basic and advanced abilities, skills and 
attitudes required for secondary school social studies teachers, to use them in actual education and research fields, 
identifying their own level of attainment, then further enriching their pursuits while developing and improving them. 

<Assignment Timing and Method> 
The seminar orientation is normally held in May, in the first semester of the third year. Students submit their 

research topic and request for which seminar they wish to belong to by the designated date. Each student will be 
informed of who is his/her supervisor will be, which is finalized by the group of teachers in charge of the program 
by the end of the first semester of the third year. In fact, the study guidance in the seminar will start in the second 
semester of the third year. 

<Procedure of the Study of the Graduation Thesis> 
In the first semester of the fourth year, students formally choose one research field from among Education for 

Social Studies, Study of Instructional Materials in Geography, Study of Instructional Materials in History, Study of 
Instructional Materials in Law, Study of Instructional Materials in Economics, and Study of Instructional Materials in 
Ethics in order to register a graduation study subject. Under the instruction of the supervisor, they continue studying 
the research topic they have chosen, registering the theme at the designated date in October of the fourth year, and 
submit the graduation paper at the end of January. 

10. System of Responsibility 
(1) System of PDCA (Plan, Do, Check, Act) 

This program is implemented mainly by the staff members belonging to the Social Studies Education Course, 
Graduate School of Education. The program head (head of the Social Studies Education Course) is responsible for 
its implementation. The group of teachers of this program will make a plan, implement that plan, evaluate it, and 
take action. In addition, the research and education evaluation group in the Graduate School of Education, School 
of Education will examine, evaluate, and improve the program from outside, evaluating the level of achievement 
and making recommendations for improvement. 
(2) Evaluation of the Program 

<Evaluation Perspectives of the Program> 
This program contains the evaluation perspectives of educational and social benefits. 
1） For the educational benefits, the results of students' learning through the implementation of the program will 

be measured, making a judgment of the attainment level of the goal. 
2） For the social benefits, the social effectiveness of the learning results of the program will be measured, 

making a judgment of the attainment level of the goal. 
<How evaluation is implemented> 
Based on the two evaluation perspectives of the program above, this program, in principle, evaluates the results 
of the program itself in the academic year four years’ time after the students have entered the program. 
3） The educational benefits will be evaluated by the degree of achievement of the students who have taken 

part in this program (the achievement of the graduation requirements and the acquisition of qualification as 
secondary school social studies teachers) and the overall evaluation made by the group of teachers in charge 
of this program. Along with the degree of achievement of the students’ credits, based on the overall judgment 
of the teachers, the level of achievement of each student, and of the students as a whole, is examined. A 
degree of achievement of 75% or more is the benchmark for the effectiveness of the program. 

4） The social benefits are evaluated by the pass rate of school teachers’ employment examination and how 



 they have grown as a social studies teachers after employment. The program periodically examines not 
only the pass rate in the employment examination, but also when and at what time graduates have become 
regular teachers and how they have been evaluated by the school and the Board of Education, in order to 
make a comprehensive evaluation of their growth as teachers. 
 

<Feedback to the Students> 
The results of the program evaluation are passed on to the group of teachers in charge as feedback to 
enable them to review and improve the contents. They will examine in detail the effectiveness of the student 
guidance and respective course subjects in order to reflect on future program management and 
improvement in the following years. 
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Registration standards for Schools  
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Registration standards for Specialized Education Subjects 
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＜Matters to note when taking subjects＞ 

For details on how to earn credits, please contact the office. 
 
 

Cluster 2 Program in Social Studies Education 
Subjects with a circle in the “No. of credits to obtain” column are required subjects.  
The semester marked with ○ is the standard semester for taking the related subject 
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